ARD  Newsletter 6  June 2010
Hello all you far flung ARD supporters in Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide and Northern Rivers of NSW and other far flung places.
In India
This is a time of great activity in India with the project. Fifty groups which were formed a year ago are now being helped to make their first loans. With the money from the loans, cows are being bought for those groups who have chosen this as their income generating activity. The cows are usually bought in calf so that they can provide milk when they calve. The female calves will of course become milkers and the male calves will become bullocks, pulling a plough through agricultural land or pulling a cart. ARD staff try to source the cows close to the women’s villages so that if there is a problem with the cow’s health, it can be dealt with at the local level. 
A new initiative of forming the groups into clusters is now being implemented after a series of trainings with ARD staff. A few women from each group will represent their group at a regional cluster meeting on a regular basis. From these clusters, representatives will come to form a Federation. As the Federation will represent many thousands of women it will have quite some political force in speaking up for the women’s rights. 
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Female Project Manager 

We are at the stage where we see that it is imperative that we employ a female project manager to oversee the organisation’s functioning in India. An Indian woman of that calibre who would have considerable post graduate qualifications and some years of experience in the social work field will need to be paid a higher salary than what we are paying anyone at present. We hope that she will be able to attract some institutional funding as well as being an inspiration for all the women in the project.   

We lose a major supporter

While our fundraising activities have been going full steam ahead with monthly markets, car rental, presentations and of course our stalwart monthly and yearly regular contributors we have received some sad news from our friend, Mike in England who has been contributing $400 per month to ARD. He is retiring and will no longer be able to contribute, so we will need to make up the shortfall ourselves. 
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                         Typical village scene as the sun goes down 
In Australia

AGM
We will be holding our AGM on Saturday July 17th at 2pm at Aniko and Simon’s house 55 Chilcott St Gundurimba. We hope to conclude business within a short time and then have some time to socialise and throw some ideas around about how to help ARD Australia grow in strength. Please come if you can possibly as we would love to have your input. Please rsvp Graeme on 6897098 or Wendy on 0401013333 to let us know if you will be coming as we will provide yummy refreshments and chai.  
Tax Deductibility

All the forms have been filled in, the ‘responsible persons’ committee has been appointed and now we are awaiting final approval which should come any day. You will be able to claim your donations off tax for the next financial year. We will let you know when we have final approval. Yay and well done Graeme, what a marathon task! 
Car Boot Market

An exciting development is that Myriam, Pam and Bob have taken on a fundraising initiative of their own, holding a monthly quality second hand clothing and bric a brac stall at the car boot market on the 3rd Sunday of each month. They are looking for designer labels and good quality clothes and objets d’art to be donated. Please contact Pam on 66220785 for donations. Graeme and I are so grateful as it is something that we do not have to be involved in and the money just comes into the bank…. $347 last month. Thank you to you three wonderful supporters. 
We are still doing our regular second hand goods stall at the car boot on the first Sunday of the month and receive all donations gratefully. We have been making a profit of about $500 on average per month from this.

              [image: image3.jpg]



                Graeme and Wendy smiling in anticipation of another great market day

	Goanna Benefit

Once again, Geoff Haycraft of Goanna Bakery in Lismore allowed us to use his venue for a night of music and dance. Singer/songwriters Jarrah and Josephine Forest sang and strummed us through the evening and as a finale, Shamila danced some Bollywood numbers in her maroon and gold finery with her flashing eyes and winning smile encouraging us to dance with her.
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	Prem our Indian friend and chef turned on a delicious curry followed by sago pudding and gulab jamuns. It was an evening of community and warmth as people moved from table to table enjoying the food, the entertainment and the company.
	We made a profit of just over $1000 on the night including a large donation from Rainforest Information Centre (RIC) and 9 people said they would sign up for a monthly donation!  


India Visit 
Graeme and I are heading for India again on July 29th, til October 22nd. First we will travel to Ladakh in the Himalayas, then Dharamsala and then to the project in Bodhgaya mid to late September. You are most welcome to join us there to come and visit the project with us and help out on the ground.  

Facebook

I have just set up an Australian Friends of ARD Facebook group. Feel free to join up and send it on to your friends. The greater our profile, the greater or potential support base!
Contributions
I had just finished writing the above and had a phone conversation with a friend in Sydney who makes one off donations now and then to ARD. I told her about the newsletter and she said ‘Oh yes I want to make another donation, what is the web address?  Just put it in the newsletter, then I can use it from there.’ So Diana the web address is www.ard-guraru.org  And I guess there may be someone else out there who could use it too. Just go on the website and click on ‘donate now’. The rest is obvious!

Many thanks for reading this. I would love to hear from you, to know you have read it and would welcome some feedback and any other items of interest for our next newsletter to send to our supporters. My email address is wr@hotkey.net.au 

Namaste

Wendy
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