The Academy of Root Development is a not-for-profit charitable organisation that has been working with Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribal people in Guraru block, Gaya district in the state of Bihar, India for the past three years.

ARD is currently implementing a Self Help Group (SHG) strategy as part of it's Sustainable Futures Programme in this area. Self Help Groups (SHG's) are a proven means for creating alternative employment through generating awareness of the positive values of education and social health.
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As of December 2005 the project involved 81 Self Help Groups, derived from 15 revenue villages, through which more than 900 women are participating.
In the next stage of the project, ARD will establish vocational training and education programmes to support the women in the development of individual employment opportunities.
ARD is a grass-roots organisation working at village level to promote livelihood security.


ARD School at Berma:

In 2002 the Academy of Root Development established a school at Berma in Guraru Block to meet a need for a quality educational facility in the area. Currently there are approximately 400 pupils of whom one-third are girls. This is a particularly high proportion of girl students. The demand for their help in and around the home, plus safety issues surrounding their travel, generally discourages girls from participating in on-going education. 
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The school is currently self-funded with support from the Academy of Root Development. The teaching staff are paid when there are sufficient funds and work on a voluntary basis when there aren't. The teaching staff are dedicated to delivering educational opportunites for the rural children.

ARD is currently looking to establish sister-school relationships with schools in Australia. Expressions of interest are warmly received and will aim towards building cultural and social awareness and support programmes between the two countries.

Financial donations are gratefully accepted to help continue the valuable work being done at the Berma school. Opportunities also exist for volunteer teachers and helpers to work in the school. For details, please contact ARD.

Read moreabout the work being done by the Academy of Root Development programme in the next Newsletter, or visit our website at www.ard-guraru.org 
To contribute in financial and/or physical ways, or for more information, please contact the Academy of Root Development.

