The Academy of Root Development is a not-for-profit charitable organisation that has been working with Scheduled Caste people in Guraru block, Gaya district in the state of Bihar, India for the past three years.

School Update

In 2002 ARD established the Public School at Berma village under Mallapa panchayat in Guraru block. This school has been set up in the heart of the peripheral villages where ARD mobilises the women towards sustainable development. A total of 360 children are studying in this school.
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The school does not own any buildings. ARD petitioned the villagers and a portion of temple land was donated for the school. Without financial assistance from any external agency, ARD has collected public donations from which the school has been running to meet the community demand.

ARD has observed that the female literacy rate is very low in the project area. To maintain gender discrimination and increase the level of female literacy, two special classes have been established and two groups have been selected for special girl-child enrollment. Teachers are adopting joyful interactive learning techniques and games. Sports and creative arts are also incorporate in the learning process.

ARD believes in education as the process of helping the child to adjust in a changing world, to reconstruct a better society and improve the quality of individual life. Education is the pioneer pillar to change any society.

Contributions to the operation of the school at Berma can greatly assist rural villages to utilise the opportunities being developed in conjunction with the Academy of Root Development.

Your assistance can make a very real difference to the lives of these people.

Help them to achieve food security and be able to create for themselves a sustainable future.

Group Meetings:
Group meetings are the key activity towards the self-development process. To empower the women, group meetings play a crucial role to exchange the knowledge from one to another. It is the process for dissemination of information. Under this project, group members have saved their petty cash to meet future emergency needs as well as for productive work. The saving ratio differs from one group to another. The accumulated saving amount of Rs.100830 (approx. AU$3,300) has been saved by the group members.

Various agenda have been prioritized by group members.
The routine immunization against polio has been introduced for children in the school.
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Functional literacy among women, inter-credit management, opening of bank accounts and active participation in social issues are the major areas of discussion in the group meetings. Steps have been taken to enable groups to organize the meetings on their own initiative. Record keeping, conflict resolution, advocacy and informal training are the major areas of capacity building given by the project staff.

Inter loaning:
Inter-loaning is a prime sub-activity towards the development of credit management skills of group members. ARD project staff monitor the management of credit and the impact of loans from outside.

Two members have used this loan for the purchase of seeds for wheat cultivation and two members have used the loan for the education of their children. In Mahuain Village (Jitanpur tola) one hand pump has been installed through the effective participation with panchyat representative.

Group discussion is going on at the meetings with a view to initiating Income Generating Activities. In these ways ARD is working to enhance the capacity of women members in various fields. 

You too can help:

In March 2006, Graeme Batterbury will be returning to Bodhgaya to help develop the next stage of the Academy of Root Development's 'Sustainable Futures Programme'. Donations to help with travel expenses or contributions directly to the Academy of Root Development programme can be made in money or in kind.

Contact the Academy of Root Development:

In Australia: stageone@nrg.com.au or in India: sandeep_gaya@yahoo.com 

or by visiting our website at www.ard-guraru.org

