Dear Friend of ARD,

The Academy of Root Development is a registered not-for-profit charitable organisation that has been working with Scheduled Caste people in Guraru block, Gaya district in the state of Bihar, India for the past three years.

SUCCESS STORIES

Self Help Groups (SHG’s) are playing a vital role in generating income of members through internal lending within the Groups. Some members join to develop income generating activities to earn money to improve their standard of living.

Reena Devi, a member of Parvati SHG, Barorah.

Reena is very poor and has a big family in which only her husband was earning. Life with her family was very difficult. They could not afford to eat twice a day. But now, to our great pleasure, following a suggestion from Academy of Root Development she has taken out a loan from the Group to start a small poultry farm. She is earning Rs. 30-50 per day. Now she is happy and improving gradually. She has begun to repay the loan by installments.
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We can see this programme leading to all-round development, including economic development. Through Self Help Groups, awareness is being created among members in areas of group unity, health and sanitation sensitization, income generation etc.

Sweety Sinha SHG Tarauchi.

This Group has a strong feeling of mutual co-operation and the members are well aware of the worst effects of over-population of India. It is one of the greatest causes of poverty. We are raising this issue in group meetings and endeavouring to motivate members in family planning.

In this context we are achieving some success. Some members of groups are undergoing family planning awareness training and it is good news that, in Sweeti Sinha SHG, Tarauchi, some money has been collected among members and donated to this purpose.  The operation is voluntary and the money collected helps with the expenses for medicine and travel for one volunteer, Manju Devi, and Suman Devi of our staff to accompany the members to hospital to take care of them.
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The members of SHG’s are aiming to become fully self-reliant. They are learning "to stand on their own feet". They do not want to depend upon others for money. The SHG's objective of empowering members economically is gradually being fulfilled. Under this key initiative, two members of Suraj SHG, Barorah have taken out a loan from the Group for business purposes. They are selling vegetables and earning Rs. 30 to 40 per day. All members of the SHG are purchasing vegetables from the members' shop. Through this remarkable action by other members, their economic position is improving daily. This example displays good co-operation and unity among members, as well as sensitization to income generation.

Self Help Groups have actually evolved to the point where they function as Mutual Help Groups.

Read more about the work being done by ARD by visiting our website at www.ard-guraru.org

You can personally help support the work of Academy of Root Development and bring opportunity and sustainable life options to rural communities. A small contribution by developed world standards can make significant improvement in the lives of rural poor in India. To contribute in financial and / or physical ways, or for more information, please contact the Academy of Root Development.

In India:

Sandeep Kumar Pathak

Head Office: Opposite Main Temple, Bodhgaya, Bihar, India

Phone: +91 99 3467 3790

E-mail: sandeep_gaya@yahoo.com

In Australia:

Graeme Batterbury

PO Box 3040, Lismore NSW 2480

Phone: +61 (0)2 6689 7098

E-mail: stageone@nrg.com.au
