Academy of Root Development Newsletter 10

Women's Self Help Groups are integral to all programmes conducted by Academy of Root Development and are a necessary step in the implementation of Micro-Finance initiatives to bring opportunity and livelihood security to women of rural Bihar.

This Newsletter was written by Wendy Royston who accompanied Director Graeme Batterbury on a visit to the project late last year.

Hello to you wonderful people who support ARD. Here is some information about recent activities of ARD, including portion of the ARD progress report for March, written by Sandeep (the Convenor of ARD) and Jitendra (the Secretary of ARD) in India.  

MONTHLY PROGRESS REPORT – MARCH 2008

So many activities have been done by us in this month. Top most among these are as follows

Group meetings - Two meetings in all groups were conducted in the reporting month

Group savings - Group Monthly Savings is regular in all groups.

SUCCESS STORY

This is the story of Salma Khatun, member of Juhi Self Help Group in Bahera. She is a very poor woman and there is nobody to take care of her except the Self Help Group. She was selling bangles door to door after taking a loan of Rs.2000 from the group and earning Rs.30 to Rs.40 per day for her livelihood. In Feb’08, suddenly she got paralysis. In this very miserable condition all members donated Rs.2000 each and she got treatment. Members of SHG took care of her very affectionately during her treatment. Now she has been cured to much extent. So this story says that who have not any care taker of them, group is always with them in any type of distress.
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Self Help Group

P.I.M.C. Meeting

The Project Implementation and Monitoring Committee meeting chaired by District Development Manager (DDM) of National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) of Gaya, was organized by A.R.D to review the progress of work done by A.R.D at Guraru field office. In this meeting all the Staff of A.R.D, all Bank Managers and the Community Development Block Officer of Guraru Block participated and visited some self help groups to see their progress. They all have highly appreciated our work and as a result the DDM (NABARD) has assured us to sanction a new project to form 50 new Self Help Groups.

Oz Aid Project

Late last year when Graeme and I were in Bodghaya, where the central office for ARD is located, Sandeep and Jitendra received the news that their application for funding to AusAid for a Domestic Waste project was successful. The project is now under way, being run through the Self Help Groups. The first stage was implemented early this year with awareness raising camps, in which over 200 people attended in villages where the SHG’s operate. The people at the camps will return to their villages and teach people there what they have learnt. The first sheds are now being built to house the large compost heaps into which worms will be introduced at the correct season. The intention is to buy one lot of worms and then allow them to multiply and sell half to the next SHG and so on.

Australian News

Graeme and I are working on various fund raisers, including being Charity of the Day at the Lismore Car Boot Market on July 20th and having a stall at Lismore Central as soon as we have organized insurance cover as is required by them. We have designed 3 display boards and will have them printed up for use on these and other fundraising occasions. We will also display one permanently at Goanna Bakery in Lismore. If you would like to help us with these fundraisers, please let us know.

The organization was incorporated last August with the Department of Fair Trading. We will be having our first AGM in June and are looking for willing to be committee members … please?
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Guraru landscape

Funds

We need approximately $1,500 AU per month to pay the wages of the 7 people employed by ARD to run the program, as well as rent for the office in Bodghaya, the field office in Guraru, (near the villages), electricity, phone and an accountant. At present the funds we have are sufficient to last for 3 months: April, May and June. This is with some people digging deep to help out. We realize that this is unsustainable long term and Graeme has been trawling through a list of organizations that deal in funding women’s empowerment programs. He has sent many emails and letters and is awaiting responses, so cross your fingers!

If you can think of anyone you know who would be able to sign up for $20 per month, please let us know as we would be happy to talk to them, or you could direct them to our website www.ard-guraru.org
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This is a photo of Jitendra (second from right) and Sandeep (on right) with Sandeep’s mother Pushpa, sister Nicky and brother Saurabh. I somehow got in on the act in a sari!

I hope you enjoyed this Newsletter. I enjoyed putting it together. Any feedback, most welcome.

Namaste Wendy

Academy of Root Development

www.ard-guraru.org

In Australia: stageone@nrg.com.au

In India: sandeep_gaya@yahoo.com

