Welcome to Academy of Root Development Newsletter Number 11

There are now over 2000 women involved with ARD in over 150 Self Help Groups. The project is growing and awareness of its value and the good work it is doing is traveling to new villages, catching the attention of women and Government officials as well. 

Success Stories

This is the story of Durga SHG, Barorah which shows that the women are being empowered in all respects economically or socially via Self Help Groups. A child development center is run in this village by the Government, teaching and supporting health education. Health supplements, food and vaccines are provided for children and pregnant women but none of the staff of this center were coming regularly, nor they were providing all available facilities to the people. All the members of this SHG met the Block Officer of this program and complained about the staff. They also warned Block Officer that if he did not take any action they would meet the District Magistrate about this. Now the child development center is providing all the facilities to the people. The SHG has ended the corruption prevailing in this Government program.
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This success story focuses on the fact that Self Help Groups are always with members in any type of distress. Tetari Devi is a member of Varsha SHG, Tarauchi. She is very poor. Her son was severely ill so doctors referred her to Patna Medical College & Hospital, in the capital of Bihar. She did not have money for this treatment. All the members donated Rs.200 each & the Group also provided Rs.2000 as a loan to Tetari Devi for treatment of her son. Some members and their husbands also went to Hospital with Tetari Devi for the proper care of the patient. Her son’s life was saved and now her son is largely cured. This story proves that Self Help Groups are playing a prominent role in alleviating the poverty of poor women and developing unity amongst poor people.

Environment Awareness Field Day, World Environment Day, 2008

A Field Day on “up grading of the environment through awareness and plantation” was organized by ARD on International Environment Day 5th June 2008 at Mathurapur village of Guraru Block. 

There were about 950 women and 350 men participating in the program.

The program started at 11.00 am when local schoolgirls welcomed the guests with a special song. Next the program was inaugurated with the Divisional Forest Officer of Magadh and the Secretary of ARD jointly lighting a candle. Then Mr. Sandeep Kumar the Convener of ARD introduced the program. He said that ARD has been working in this area not only for the empowerment of women and promotion of livelihood, but for the total development of the society so that all human beings can live with full self-respect and dignity in a healthy environment.

After that, Village Council representatives, high school teachers and staff from other NGOs who were invited as guests talked in detail about the improvement of the environment through planting, conservation of soil and retention of old forests. All speakers stressed the importance of:

Environmental upgrading through plantation

Preservation of forest

Bio-fertilizer 

Use of green manure

Water conservation

 Traditional medicine and health care
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One thousand and fifty fruit and medicinal plants, which had been purchased by ARD and kept in nursery beds were distributed by the Divisional Forest Officer. Members of the SHGs queued up to take the trees to plant outside their homes. A tree planting demonstration was held. The women were very glad to have the plants and said that ARD always helps them when they are in distress and that they are now very happy and appreciate the kind cooperation of ARD. Lunch was distributed to all participants and after the speech of the Program President, the ceremony ended.

This type of program, which was funded by the Cottonwood Foundation, helps the women to have access and control over resources and empowers them to take care of these resources.
Australian News

We have had the first AGM of ARD (Aust) Inc. It now has office bearers and holds meetings of the committee and membership. We are now signing members up at $10 per annum, for which you will receive the Newsletter, regular updates of the programme and the ability to present motions and vote at committee meetings. Please download the Membership Application Form from www.ard-guraru.org   If you know of anyone who may like to join even though they can’t donate, please let them know this is a possibilty.

ARD(Aust)Inc was ’Charity of the Day’ at Lismore car boot market, and many people stood around in the cold collecting donations. All those 1 and 2 dollar coins netted us $500 and another $500 came from a second hand goods stall. If you have anything to donate and are local, the next stall is planned for Sunday September 21st.

We have recently given a number of presentations in Melbourne and Adelaide, where we showed a video and photographs of the project and narrated the story of our connection and visits to the project. A number of members of Wendy's Waldorf/Steiner community in Adelaide were really excited by the possibility of helping the project and have grouped together to make the monthly donation. They will hold a benefit curry night with music at the local cafe / health food store owned by one of them in September. It is so good to know we have their support.

Recently Om Shanti Om, a well-known and crazy Bollywood movie was shown in a Lismore as a fundraiser for a couple of Indian social programmes, one of which was ARD. It was a fun night of film and costumes and we ran a raffle. Thanks to Carsten, and Carlos, the woofer for their help.
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Here we are with our info table and display boards looking as Indian as possible.

What You Can Do

Thank you for your interest in Academy of Root Development (ARD)! Self Help Groups build self and group esteem, as well as providing practical skills for the women to develop Income Generating Activities.

Your support is greatly appreciated and will enable the women who have joined the Self Help Group (SHG) programme in India to enhance their opportunity for livelihood security and engender a greater sense of dignity within their family and their community.

The monthly operating costs for field staff and office expenses is currently around AU$1,500 per month. We are searching for 75 people to donate AU$20 per month or $240 per year (more if you are able!) to enable ARD to implement this worthwhile programme.

There are a number of ways that you can make a donation.

The ARD bank details are:

Summerland Credit Union

BSB: 802-222

Account Name: Academy of Root Development

Account Number: 22256190

You can arrange an Electronic Funds Transfer or Recurring Direct Debit through your financial institution. Please ensure you put your name in the Payee field so we can track your donation(s).

Alternatively, you can go to www.ard-guraru.org and click on the eGive link on the opening page. Then log-in to 'New User Sign-up' to make a recurring donation or 'Quick Payment / Donation' for a one-off donation. Please enter your details and follow the prompts. Both you and ARD will receive notice from eGive when a transaction has been processed. If you are having any difficulty with the process, please contact me at any time.

Otherwise you may send us your card details and we will enter them into the eGive system for you.

Whichever way you choose, you are free to change or cancel your donation whenever you decide, though a timeframe of 1-2 years will allow ARD time to forward plan and more importantly enable the women in the programme to reach a level of sustainability.

If you would like to speak with us about how you can help the programme, please contact Graeme anytime by email stageone@nrg.com.au or telephone +61 (0)2 6689 7098       www.ard-guraru.org

Thank you for reading this and for your support.

Namaskar!

Wendy and Graeme
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You are receiving this Newsletter because you have nominated your interest in the programmes of Academy of Root Development. If at any time you decide not to receive further information or newsletters, please reply with "unsubscribe" in the subject of your e-mail.
